DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

On Wednesday, June 21, 1978, William 0. Wllcox (victim)
reported for work at 7 a.m., his normal starting time. The
victim performed his duties of loading the Euclid haulage
trucks with stripped sail, from the west end of the quarry
site, with a 980-B Caterpillar front-end loader, until about
11:30 a.m.

At this time, he parked his loader on a grade with the
bucket in a raised position and the wheels not blocked or
turned toward the bank.

Ed Tomlinson, a witness, stated that he observed the
victim squatting on top of the front-end loader left rear
wheel, facing the engine, while the engine was running at a
fast idle.  (See sketch,)

The victim had motioned Tomlinson to come toward him
and when Tomlinson got to within 6 feet of the victim, the
front-end loader suddenly moved forward and the victim was
pulled between the wheel and the fuel tank and subsequently
run over by the left rear wheel.  The front-end loader con-
tinued down the 5 percent grade for approximately 100 feet
at which point the left front wheel climbed the side of a
sloped dirt bank causing the loader to turn over on its
side,

After he determined that there wasn't anything he
could do for the victim, Tomlineon drove his haulage truck
to the mine office and notified Dwain Mason, the superin-
tendent, about the accident,  Mason immediately called the
White County emergency ambulance service out of Searcy,
Arkansas.

Boyce Moser, a haulage truck operator, stated that he
drove up to the overturned loader, and thinking that Wilcox
might be pinned under the loader, started looking for him,
Moser, unable to locate Wilcox, turned the engine off since
it was still running,

Allen Foster, the White County coroner, pronounced
Wilcox dead at the scene of the accident. The body was
taken to the Powell Funeral Home in Bald Knob, Arkansas.

After the investigation was completed, it was deter-
mined that the victim had set the emergency parking brake
and left the transmission in first forward gear before
getting out of the loader cab.  The transmission safety
leve,r was not in the horizontal position which would have
locked the transmission, in neutral.
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